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I.—Forr1GnN POo.irics. 


THe Burdwan Sanjivant of the 5th December does not consider it Burpwam Saxsvam, 
The result of the Cabul Miss welcome news for the people of India that, as a result —_—Deo. Sth, 189. 
° resem ones NEO of the Cabul Mission, an additional sum of six lakhs 
_ of rupees a year will have to be paid to the Amir. 
2. The Samay of the 8th December concludes from what has transpired Samay, 
The result of the Cabul Micsi about the result of the Cabul Mission that the Dee. Sth, 1898. 
© result of the Vabolmssi02- frontier difficulty between Afghanisthan and Russia 
—remains—where_it_was. Thus the Government’s expenditure on the north- 
western frontier, due to a fear of Russia, cannot be materially reduced, while it 
will have to pay the Amir six lakhs more every year. 


IT.—Home ApDMINISTRATION. 


(b)— Working of the courts. 


38. The Dacca Prakash of the 10th December complains that the Dacca  pacca Paaxasn, 

courts and offices stop work on account of the Dacca _ Dec. 10th, 1898. 

races. The Government objects to close its offices 

| for a few days during the Durga Puja and other 

national festivals of the people on the ground of pressure of work, though such 

closing would conduce to the benefit and convenience of crores of its Indian 

subjects; but it takes no notice of the virtual closing of its courts and offices for 

weeks in order to provide pleasure for a few Sahibs. 
4, The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 14th December says that the paiix-o-sawacuan 

ak accused in the Balladhun case have been acquitted by  _ C#A*DBIEs, 

= uncase. —__ the High Court. The evidence on the strength of °* 1% 

which the Sessions Judge had convicted the accused has been rejected by the High 

Court. The Judges have also blamed the procedure followed by the Magistrate, 

and have made reflections on the police. The pleader for the defence, Babu Kamini 

Kumar Chanda, has not only earned a name, but has also acquired religious 

merit. To please the tea planters, the Assam authorities had ordered the police 

to find out the murderers, but failing to lay their hands on the real culprits, the 

latter got some Manipuris into their net, and took steps to send four innocent 

men to the gallows and three innocent men to the Andamans for life. The 

Magistrate helped the police, and even in the Sessions Court justice was not 

done. Can there be any happiness in the country in which such miscarriage 

of justice is possible? Had there been no High Court and no pleader at 

Silchar like Babu Kamini Kumar Chanda, four men would have been executed 

and three others obliged to live in a penal settlement for life for no fault of 

theirs. The very thought congeals the blood in one’s veins, and makes him loath 

to believe that Cachar is a part of the British Empire. If those who are respon- 

sible for this miscarriage of justice are not punished, people will think that 

perfect anarchy reigns in Cachar. 


(d)—Education, 


5. The Sahachar of the 6th December has heard that Dr. Martin’s Pro- SaHacnaR, 
ee vincial Service scheme for the Education Depart- DP» “18%. 
the cdeceien Department. ment is ready and will be enforced from January 
next, and says that before the scheme is finally 
submitted to Government it should be examined by Sir Alfred Croft. | 
6. The Hitavadi of the 7th December has heard it rumoured that Hirravans, 
Sir Charles Elliott and high Sir Charles Elhott will shortly take steps with a am Fe Oe 


The Dacca courts in the Dacca 
races. 


Bengal. Sir Charles has been trying to obliterate the good marks of English 
rule in this country, of which the system of trial by jury is one of the most 
important. But high education is perhaps a nobler institution than even jury 
trial. It is easy to demolish monuments erected by others. Macaulay, Mill and 
other highminded Englishmen made themselves famous by introducing high 
education, and Sir Charles is about to make himself notorious by abolishing it. 
But whatever his intentions in regard to high education may be, it is certain he 
will not succeed in carrying them into effect. Sir Charles cannot have forgotten 
in these few months how he was discredited in the jury question. ‘ 
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Hrravant, 7. A correspondent complains in the same paper that one of tho pundits 
Dec. 7th, 1893. A leper pandit in a Rangpur of the Kakinia middle English school, in the 
| school. district of Rangpur, is attacked with leprosy, but is 

still permitted to come to the school and perform his duties. 
Reg e . The Sudhakar of - ne December says a the Rg of the 
8th, 1895, . usalman community are due to Dr. Martin, the 
Ned cos oreupmnanetoemmaneres Officiating Director at Public Instruction, for his 
kind order granting permission to Musalman students to read in the middle 
vernacular schools free of charge, but is doubtful whether the Musalmans will 
take advantage of this kind arrangement. It is very difficult to raise a fallen 

race, and the Musalmans of India are still going downhill. 


Masix, 9. Tho Mask of the 8th December says that those alone should be 
Dec. 8th, 1893. The Central Text-Book Com. appointed members of the Central Text-Book Com- 
mittee. mittee who are neither authors of school-books nor 
Inspectors of Schools. Sanitary primers should be selected by medical men. 

In England and other civilized countries none but medical men write books 

on sanitation. Mathematical works ought to be written only by .eminent 
mathematicians, but it is owing to the vagaries of the Text-Book Committee 

that good mathematicians do not like to write. Mathematical works would be 

more carefully examined and selected if, for instance, a distinguished mathe- 

matician like Babu Ashutosh Mukhopadhyaya were in the Committee. Text 

books in poetry ought to be written by men who themselves possess the poetic 

faculty ; but they are not written by such men in this country. And a thought- 

ful literary man, having no school books of his own, should be ng SE to 

the Committee to select poetical works. It is rumoured that the Text-Book 
Committee are trying to replace the works of such eminent and learned authors 

as the late Pundit Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar and Akshay Kumar Datta by 

the productions of their own friends and relatives. Many vagaries are being 
committed by the Text-Book Committee; and this fact is pressed on the 

attention of the Government so often, because it is owing to these vagaries that 
school-boys do not get good books to read. | 


SANJIVANI, 10. Referring to the circular of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Dec. 9th, 1893. Special facility for Muhammadan granting permission to a certain number of Muham- 
erlucation. madan boys to read gratis at every midddle school, 

the Sanjivani of the 9th December exhorts the Muhammadan community not 


to neglect the opportunity so considerately given to them of educating their 
children, 


Dacca Prakasa, 11. The Dacca Prakash of the 10th December says that ever since the 

ee transfer from this Press to Calcutta of the educa- 

tional printing work in East Bengal, many mistakes 

and irregularities are being i in that work. Not having any local know- 

ledge, the office of the Director of Public Instruction is unable to correct proofs 

as well as they could be at Dacca, and hence the mistakes. The name of the 

Srinagar school does not appear in the list of candidates for the Middle Vernac- 

ular examination, and the names of the three candidates who appeared from 
that school have been given against the Madanganj school. 


Dacca PRAKASH. 12. The same paper has the following :— 


7 The Deputy Inspector of Chittagong considers 
The Chiiingeng Hormel OM dal Wished Rakcnt useless institution, because 
the teachers turned out by it do not come quite up to the mark. But does he 
mean by this that the men turned out by this school were improperly passed 
by their examiners. If so, why is—this school stated_in the Report_of the _ 
Director of Public Instruction to be making steady progress? The Deputy 
Inspector's second reason for pronouncing the Chittagong Normal School a 
useless institution is that Dacca and Chittagong will shortly have railway com- 
munication, so that with a first-class school at Dacca there will remain no 
necessity for keeping up the Chittagong school. But there is every facility for 
travol between Calcutta and Hugli or Dacca, and so‘ all the schools at Hugh. 
and Dacca should be abolished! Again, there isno knowing when there will 
will be railway communication between Dacca and Chittagong, and there may 
not be any for some time tocome. If the Deputy Inspector had but carefully 
considered the matter, he would have seen that.a Normal School at Chittagong 
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is a necessity because it would be difficult to get passed students of the Dacca 
Normal School to serve in distant Chittagong on Rs. 15 a month. 

13. The Sulabh Datnik of the 13th December says that as Dr. Martin’s 
scheme for the re-organisation of the Education 
Department will come into force in January, the 
arrival of Sir Alfred Croft has been most opportune. 
Sir Alfred has considerable experience of the Department, having risen from an 


-Re-organisation of the Education 
Department. 


Assistant Inspectorship to the Directorship, and his por must be very valu- 


able in the consideration of all educational questions. If Sir Charles Elliott takes 
up the question without consulting Sir Alfred, it is certain he will make a golmal 
and reduce the salaries of the officers of the Department. It is said that Sir 
Alfred will stay in India for only three months more, and if that be 80, the 
Education Department seems doomed and all its best officers will soon go 
away. Sir Charles Elliott is prayed not to begin the re-organisation from the 
standpoint of economy and retrenchment. If His Honour throws out the 
Bengal Municipal Bill, he will auquire a name which will make it unnecessary 
for him to take in hand any unpleasant educational work. | 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Muntctpal Administration. 


14, The Sahachar of the 6th December says that it is now admitted on all 
ee hands, with the single exception of the Anglo- 
‘. sg Mon sera Municipality and YTndian Press, that India has derived no benefit 
‘ whatever from Lord Lansdowne’s administration. 
His Lordship has never thought of governing India except as a conquered 
country. It was, indeed, Lord Lansdowne and not Sir Charles Elliott who was 
responsible for the abolition of jury trial; and yet the Calcutta Municipality 
wants to present him with an address! There can, however, be no objection 
to the presentation of the proposed address if it is presented in the spirit of 
erecting a golden bridge for a retiring foe. 
15. The Hitavadi of the 7th December says that in ancient times there 
_ ‘was Self-Government in the country in a form 
— Self-Government in this mere traces or vestiges of which can now be dis- 
— cerned. The present system of Self-Government 
is an innovation and has been sce on European principles and after a 
European model. Such being the case, the people of this country will take 
time to fully appreciate it. In the meantime any little inconveniences that 
may be felt in connection with Local Self-Government should be put up with 
on the ground that every reform begins under unfavourable auspices, and that 
the Government itself 1s not favourably disposed towards the scheme and may 
therefore be tempted to abolish it altogether if there are complaints against it. 


( f)— Questions affecting the land. 


16. The Pratikar of the 1st December says that the following are the 
: causes of the large arrears of road cess upon lakhiraj 
Road cess arrears in the Mur- Jands in the Murshidabad district :— 
shidabad district. . a 
(1) The carelessness of the officers who origin- 
ally prepared the records relating to that cess —the cess payable by one having 
been in a very large number of cases entered against the name of another. 

(2) The assessment of the same lakhiraj to the cess twice or thrice. This 
has happened where a piece of lakhiraj land has changed hands twice or thrice, 
every new owner notifying the fact of his acquisition to the cess authorities, 
but the last man transferring the land not applying for cancellation of his name 


in the cess records. Thus certificates have come to be issued in respect of the © 


same lakhiraj, against two or three persons, only one of whom, however, is the 


a os “ e 
ae 5% ee -r- ggere  ptetess = * ee Saher x 
i . 
. , a 


real owner. 
(3) Where ‘the samo lakhiraj land is owned by two or more co-sharers, 
certificates are often issued by mistake against those who have paid their shares 
of the road cess, instead of against those who have failed to pay. _ : 
(4) Some owners of rent-paying lands sent road cess returns m the belief 


that payment of the cess would enable them to pass off their lands upon the 


zamindars as lakhiraj ; but the zamindars were too shrewd forthem, and col- 
lected their dues to the pice. In many such cases raiyats have lost their lands, 
but certificates for the cess have been all the same issued against them. 
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BaNGAaVasi, 
Dec, 9th, 1893. 


HiTavVaDI, 
Dec, 7th, 189?, 


SaNJIVANI, 


Dec. 9th, 1893. 
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(g)—Ratlways and communications, including eanals and irrigation. 


17, The Hitavddi of the 7th December protests against the proposal of the 
East Indian Railway authorities to make return 
muni on the East tickets within twenty-five miles available for two 
days only, from the lst January next, and not for 
six days as at present. _ | 
18. The Bangavdst of the 9th December says that in the last annual 
report on the canals in Bengal, Government has, 
as usual, fully discussed the subjects of income and 
expenditure, but made no mention of the fact that the rivers and canals in 
Bengal are silting up. The river Matabhanga in the Nadia district is fast 
silting up, and though Government maintains two toll-offices on the river, and 
has been appropriating tho entire income derived therefrom, it has done nothing 
to keep the mriver in a navigable condition. Already, when the hot season 
is so far off, this river has, in consequence of the formation of churs, become 
impassable for boats in several places; and in this way the Matabhanga is not 
only yielding less revenue than it might be made to yield, but is seriously 
affecting the health of the entire district of Nadia. Sir Charles Elliott proposes 
to improve the health of the mufassal by excavating canals and rivers; but 
does not His Honour know of the condition of the Matabhanga? Surely 
Government ought to spend a part of the large toll revenue it collects on the 
Nadia rivers in dredging the mouth ‘of the Matabhanga. 


(h)— General, 


19. The Hitavadi of the 7th December has the following :— 
ae Different people think differently of the 
The Opium Commission. object of the Royal Opium Commission; but its rea] 
object has nowhere been clearly defired. To clear up this point the writer 
sought an interview with Mr. J. G. Alexander, who says that the object of the 
anti-opiumists 18 not to - a stop to the opium traffic altogether, or to compel 
people to give up the hab 


The rivers and canals of Bengal. 


it of eating opium; and that they had asked the Secre- 
tary-of State to only restrict the sale of opium in the bazar by enacting that — 
the drug should be sold only by those who are rich enough to do without large 
profits and therefore not much likely to be anxious to extend its sale. 

This is what the European anti-opiumists mean, and this, therefore, is what 
the Opium Commission is required to decide. But if it 1s so, there should not 
certainly be any difference of opinion in this matter. For who would like to 
sec the number of opium eaters in the country increase? If there be any, he must 
either be an opium farmer himself or a near relation of one that is. No one 
says that the larger the number of opium eaters the better for the country ; but it 
is at the same timo undeniable that the ease with which opium can be obtained 
is doing great harm. It is therefore to be regretted that this point has not been 
clearly brought out in the evidence of any of the witnesses examined by the 


Commission. * 

It is neither the interest nor the intention of Government to restrict the 
sale of opium. Lut the Chinese have commenced growing poppy in their own 
country, and they will not, therefore, import opium from India, while Persia 1s 
keeping the Indian markets well stocked with her exports. A larger field will 
therefore be required for the country article. And, indeed, intentionally or 
unintentionally, attempts are being made to extend the sale of the drug, and 
popularise it among the masses. It is therefore Government’s interest to make it 


out that opium is harmless; and the country’s mischief will begin when the 


people wil allow themseives te-be-hoodwinked by the zovernment, 

The writer has, after careful enquiry, come to the conclusion that every 
lover of his country should try to stop the indiscriminate sale of opium, and 
demand its sale to . confined to the Government dispensaries. ‘Those who use 
opium, either for pleasure or as a medicine, will have in that case difficulty m 
purchasing it. There cannot possibly be any objection to such a restriction upon 
the sale of opium. | 

20. The Sanjivant of the 9th December says that according to Mr. Bour- 

‘Sir Charles Elliott’stour and dillon, the Bengal Government spent Rs. 30,108 10 . 
hill expenciture, — 1888-89, Rs. 29,768 in 1889-90, Rs. 29,780 i 
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1890-91, Rs, 37,152 in 1891-92 and Rs. 37,729 in 1892-93, on account of hill 
residence. But Mr. Bourdillon surely acted very craftily in giving only the 
totals of the expenditure and avoiding a detailed statement under the different 
heads. However that may be, it is a fact worth noting that it is under Sir 
Charles Elliott, who is retrenching public expenditure by striking a blow at the 
Education Department, that much larger sums of money have been spent on hill 
_yesidence than. under any of his predecessors. His Honour has also spent 
~ Rs. 30,000 annually on touring. Can the exchequer be expected to be in a 


i Ma a ell 
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satisfactory condition when = aay phe or sixty-eight thousand rupees are 
annually spent on touring andthe hill residence? The Governor who can waste 
so much money for hispersonal coinfort and enjoyment does not certainly speak 
with good grace when he talks of reducing public expenditure. wees 

21. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 12th December. says that: it 


DAINIK-0 SAMACHAR 
is absolutely necessary to keep prostitutes in nye | epee: 


eantonment, for soldiers are not above human fai saa 
ings and have their natural appetites, which it is not easy to keep down, 
Soldiers will never be able to do without prostitutes. Every caro should. 
therefore, be taken to keep diseased women away from the cantonments, and 
to place cantonment women under proper medical treatment. But the meddle- 
someness of the philanthropists, it is feared, will prevent all this being done. 
Experienced men favour the system of supporting prostitutes in cantonments 


in order that the soldiers may not destroy the chastity of respoctable Indian 
wowen. 


Prostitutes for soldiers. 
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22, The Dangavasi of the 9th December says that in defamation cases _B4*®*v4"! 
. oo Dec. 9th, 1693, 

against newspapers it has become the custom now-a- 

days to prosecute not only the editor and publisher 


as formerly, but also the proprietor and manager ; 
and in many cases these latter have been convicted and punished. But this 


‘is very unjust, considering that the proprietor and manager have génerally 
nothing to do with the choice of the matter which is published in a paper, , but 
are,asa matter of fact, often ignorant of the contents of an issue until it 

has been published. As regards the proprictor, it does not unfrequently happen 
' that he docs not even live in the place where his paper is published. Tho prose- 
5 cution of the publisher, too, is quite unjustifiable in this country. For an 
3 Indian publisher is not the intelligent and responsible party that an English 
publisher is. What publishers of newspapers in India have to do is to publish 
without the least demur whatever the editor is pleased to send’ to Press, and if 
he does not do this, he runs the risk of losing his employment. The writer, 
therefore, suggests that the defamation section of the Penal Code should be 
amended so as to exempt the proprietor, the manager, and the publisher of a 


newspaper from liability to prosecution for the publication of any defamatory 
matter. | 


The law of defamation in regard 
to the press. 
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23. The Samay of the 8th December cannot approve of the action of Go- gag ait 
* . - . e t P : x ' i . + 
The Raja of Pratabpur. vernment in depriving the Raja of Pratabpur in the $; 


Etawa district, and the descendant of an old historic 
dynasty, of his title for the vice of addiction to drinking. It was this Raja’s 


uncle and predecessor, Jahar Singh, who rendered signal services to the British 

4 Government during the Mutiny, and Government should have considered that 

"| fact—before punishing the nephew in the way it has done. The Raja is a 

s youngster, only twenty-nine years of-age; and Government ought to have tried 

: to reform him instead of depriving him of his title. ~ 
24. The Sanjivani of the = agg a has the scene — Magee 

ve oe oor Manipuris! Tekendrajit and the Tongal pes oth. 1893, 
- Siete ie saa General sented tn the ein and their fainilies o 
are now living as beggars in Sylhet. A similar fate has also overtaken the 
‘| families of the transported Maharaja and his brother. And yet it seems the | 
: vengeance of the English for the murder of Quinton, Simson, Grimwood and 
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Skreene is not satisfied ; and it will probably not be satisfied till the whole 


Manipuri people have been extirpated. 


According .to a Sylhet newspaper, the younger female members of the 
Manipur royal family are finding it hard to save their honour from the violating ~ 
hands of certain British officers. But the writer will not make such a serious 
charge without sufficient proof. The charge, however, which he is bringing in 
this place against the officers of Government is supported by documentary 
evidence. 

In the district of Cachar the barbarous begar system is not yet extinct. 
Whenever coolies are required in that district for begar work, the district or 
Subdivisional Officer issues orders to his Nazir to procure as many coolies as are 
required, and the Nazir at once issues parwanas upon the mirasdars calling upon 
them to make the supply. Now, the mzrasdars cannot always supply coolies, 
and their only alternative, when they fail to supply, 1s to come to an arrange- 
ment with the Nazir and pay him so many rupees as the price of each cooly. 
The Nazir thus makes a good profit out of this business. Since the Manipur 
war the authorities have been unwilling to impress any but Manipuris as degar. 
coolies, and even respectable Manipuris are being made to do begar. The two 
following petitions, with the orders made thereon, show how matters stand in 


this respect :— 
PAPERS ON IMPRESSMENT IN CACHAR. 


To—The Deputy Commissioner, Cachar. 


The humble petition of the undersigned Musal- © 


man Manipuris of Baskandi and Luckipore 
and Roopaibally. 


MosT RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH— 


That the Inspector in charge of the Punitive Police at Baskandi called for 
79 begars, and your petitioners offered to engage begars at their expenses to meet 
the demand; but the Inspector declined to take such degars, and insisted upon 
many of your petitioners to go and has accordingly taken several of them. 

That the long-standing practice of the district 1s that when mirasdars are 
required to supply Jegars, they engage the requisite number at their expenses and 
supply them. 

That your petitioners are mirasdars of the district and most of them are 
well educated in Urdu and Persian languages, and some of them are Hazies, 
Kazics, Munshies and Moulavies, and hold a respectable position in the commu- 
nity. There are sevoral who are Chowdhuries and Majumdars amongst them, 
and they therefore consider this rather derogatory to their position, 

Therefore they most. respectfully pray that your worship shall be pleased to 
issue an order upon tho said Inspector to the effect that in future when they are 
required to supply Jegars to accept substitutes from them, instead of insisting 
upon them for their personal service, And they shall as in duty bound ever 


pray. 
Dated Cachar, the 24th August 1893. 


Moulvie Noorally Mea of Baskandi. 
Sana Munshi of Roopaibally, _ ee 


—_———— 


Suna Meah of Govindapur, Pargana Suna- 
pur. 


j 


Hamid Ullah Choudhury of Baskandi. 


Esubmeah, Tulameah, Gaborullah of Bas- 
kandi and Bagpore. , 


This is full of mis-statements. Mr. Anly had orders to seize 80 labourers 
(Manipuris) to be employed in nulitary transports. 3 
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He did not seize any man of respectable position. No distinction is to be 
made between the Manipuri and Bengali mirasdars in the matter of supplying 
begar labourer in future. ; 


28-8. oe Oy Ean Bhs 
Copied by 
Umesh Chandra Dutta. 
Compared 
Jagyachandra Dutta, 


Taujinavis.—5-10-93. 
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Sri Krishna Singh. 

5, Gri Singh. 

5, Nilkanta Singh. 

»» Mayur Singh. 

», Bala Singh. \ 
5, Mifnao Singh, 

55 Ramchand Singh. 


The petition of the persons marginally noted respectfully sheweth— 

That the treatment of us by Peon Gariballa of the District Cachar Collec- 
torate, with regard to the transporting of rations tothe Lushai Hills for Govern- 
ment purposes, has lowered us considerably in the eyes of the public and caused 

ain. 

It has always been the rule for peons to como out to mufassal and inform 
us about begar (forced labour), and thereupon we have arranged for the supply of 
fit persons for the requisite dcgar. But on this occasion the above-named peon 
has proceeded to the mufassal and seized persons who had never in lives worked 
as begar, nor are in any sense capable of doing such work, and is forcing them to 
do it. Notwithstanding our readiness to supply the requisite labour and our 
representation to him to the same effect, he declared that wo must serve persona- 
ly as begar, and has accordingly set to impress us with the labour. 

Justice incarnate! we have done nothing to merit this oppression. Garib- 
ulla peon has further declared: “I will not take any other than Manipuris for 
begar.” It is possible that there are a few Manipuris who may be fit for such 
labour, but it is none the less disastrous for the Manipuri inhabitants of this part 

of the country to be subjected to such an order; for it isno exaggeration to say 
that Manipuris have never laboured as Jegar in their lives. Wo are not included 
in the jurisdiction of the Punitive Police lately quartered on the Manipuris in 
and about Lakhipur, but that we, your petitioners, on the contrary, are respect- 
able people and never used to begar. 

Therefore, it is our prayer that order may be issued for prnnins us to 
make arrangements for the supply of degar as we have hitherto done. 


11th September 1893. 
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(Order. 

Only people of labouring class will be used as coolies, but the petitioners 
must supply Manipuri and not Hill or Bengali labourers as substitutes, if they 
wish to be exempted from begar. 

(Sd.) J. L. H., 


11-9-93. — Dy, Commissioner. 


-| ~The Manipuris-are-not-certainly men of stronger physique than the hillmen. 
4 Why, then, this preference for Manipuris as coolies? ot 

The Manipuris submitted a petition and despatched the two following 
telegrams to the Chief Commissioner, complaining of their oppression by the 
local authorities :— 


Telegrams to the Chief Commissioner, Assam. 
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Inspector Anley, under orders Deputy Commissioner, directs us supplying 
200 Manipuri coolies on 30 October. We are ready to supply coolies, like other 
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mirasdars, paying bonus each cooly, although that cost us Rs, 4,000, 
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SANJIVANT, 
Dec. 9th, 1893. 
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but the authorities insist upon impressing Manipuris for carrying loads for 
railway party. This is hard and unjust, as Khetris by caste, Manipuris are 
not accustomed working as hired coolies, and there is cholera epidemic in their 
villages. They are loyal and peaceful subjects of her Gracious Majesty, and not 
dacoits and murderers. Establishment of punitive police is severe punishment. 
Will not local authorities relent? They pray that orders insisting supply of 
coolies, Munipuri by caste, be cancelled, and your Honour’s orders communicated 


by wire. Reply prepaid. : 


.- In spite of our complaint to 


our Honour, throngh Hajan Singh, 120 
Manipuris, all — farmers, 


hetris impressed by police, and sent up 
Panighat under police escort like criminals for carrying loads for private Railway 
Company. We pray for protection from benign Government, Leply prepaid. 

‘he Chief Commissioner has not yet thought fit to reply to either the 
telegrams or the petition. But it is to be hoped that he will yet take pity on 
the fallen Manipuris and save them from insult.and oppression. If, however, he 
does nothing to put a stop to such oppression, all papers connected with the 
begar system will be sent tothe Aborigines’ Protection Society in England, which, 
as Mr. Ward knows, commands great influence in that country. The writer 
does not like to see the Indian authorities perpetually snubbed by the Home 
Government, and it is yet to be 984 er that there will be no necessity for bring- 
ing the matter to the notice of the British public. 


V.—Prospects OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


25. <A correspondent of the Sanjivant of the 9th December says that it 
Distress in the Backergunge Was expected that the distress of the people of 
district. Backergunge would diminish by the months of 
Agrahayan and Paus. But no, rice is still selling in Backergunge at Rs. 4-12 per 
maund. Both the avs and the aman crops in North Backegunge haye been 
completely destroyed ; and the storm of the 22nd October last has ruined the. 
raiyats of Dakshin-Shahbazpur and other parganas in the Bhola sub-division. 
The total outturn in' South Backergunge will scarcely be eight annas. Most of 
the cultivators have eaten up even the seeds; and about 300 of them saw 
Mr. Savage,last week and asked him for loans in order to enable them to purchase 
seed grains; but as a very small sum of money has been granted for relief of 
distress in the Dacca Division, Mr. Savage could not accede to their request. 
For the short time that Mr. Agasti was in charge of the district, he sympathized 
with the people in their distress in a way never before evinced by any Magistrate 
in East Bengal. Up tothe 30th November last, about Rs. 2,500 was collected by 
the Relief Committee of Backergunge, organized by Mr. Agasti, who addressed 
the following letter to the rich people of the district :— 


Dated Barisal, the 2nd October 1893, 


From—S. K. Acastt, Esa., Offg. Magistrate of Backergunge, and President of the 
Distress lelief Committee, Backergunge. 

As a considerable part of this district has been affected on account of the 
failure of the avs crops, and the destruction of most of the seedlings of the 
aman crops, caused by extraordinary floods, a large number of people, consisting 
of about 10,000 families, are suffering from severe distress. Reports have 
reached me that the distress has assumed such an acute form that unless a 
helping hand be stretched out to these families immediately, there is every pro- 


bability of occurrence of deaths. The whole tract being now under water, 


_ Ta fatsl «4d: 
Seed noon I 


works—until_the—month of January. 


Therefore, there is no alternative other than appealing to generous-hearted 
noblemen and gentlemen for help. More than a lac of rupees is needed to 
relieve the distress of such families. A public meeting of the residents of 
Backergunge was held on the 30th ultimo, where a Relief Committee was 
organized, and the following Iesolution unanimously carried :— 

That a subscription list be opened for the purpose of affording charitable | 
rehief to those of the distressed in this district who cannot by any means 
help themselves. - 

_. Im accordance with this Resolution, I appeal to you for help, and trust you 
will be pleased to make a donation towards the relief of the distressed. 
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It is clear from this letter that severe distress prevails in Backergunge. 


But will Government still remain indifferent? Why then was the Famine 
Fund created ? i 


VI.—MIsczLLaNneous. 


26. In speaking of the alleged slaughter of cows by some English troops 
in a rest-house near Chapra, the Burdwan Sanjivani 
of the 5th December says that, no matter whether 
the soldiers or their officers knew the rest-house to 
have been established by a Hindu, they must surely have known that the 
slaughter of cows, in full view of Hindu travellers, and the exposing of the 
meat on the road side could not but have wounded Hindu feeling. And some 


The slaughter of cows by the 
soldiers. 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 
Dec. Sth, 1893. 


idea can be formed of the pain which must have been caused to the Hindus if - 


it is considered that the tank of the rest-house is full of fish which, however, 
are not allowed to be caught, because the founder is a Jain. 

27. The Sahachar of the 6th December has the following :— a 

The Congress assembles at Lahore this year. 
The Panjab is the land of heroes, which every 
foreign invader in the past first encountered. It was also here that Jhenghiz 
Khan, Mahmud, Timur, Baber, Nadir and Ahmed . Abdulea first shed bation 
blood. They were repaid by Ranjit Singh; and the proud and imperious 
Pathan has since bowed his head again and again before the Sikh. And so 
great is the terror inspired by the Sikh name, that Pathan women still frighten 
their children into sleep by taking the dreaded names of Shere Singh and his 
Sikhs. But the Sikh was defeated by the all-conquering English army. The 
victor, however, struck by the heroism of the vanquished, has always acknow- 


The coming Congress at Lahore. 


SaHaCHaR, 
Dec. 6th, 1893, 


ledged it. It is hoped that when there will be a war with Russia, the Sikh will — 


uphold the glory of the British flag. It is true the Panjab kingdom is gone, 
but its destruction has brought forth no evil. For under Her Majesty’s rule, 
the whole of India is receiving English education and is also learning the 
English system. English education has given a new life to India. The 
Congress is a result of that education. So long this national assemblage 
has been held in other places, but this year the Panjab, the birth-place of 
heroes, is welcoming her countrymen to her capital. ‘The opponents of the Con- 
gress had said all manner of things with a view to keeping the Panjab away from 
the Congress. But the Panjab is saying with a smile—“ I am not outside of India; 
we all belong tothe same nation; all our interests are identical; we have 
suffered enough from provincial jealousy, but we will suffer no more.” There- 
fore, friends! countrymen! patriots! sons of India! Come, let us all come to 

Oar fatherland is giving the command, and the 


SaAHACHAB. 


Babus. In Central India, the North-Western Provinces, Oudh, and the Panjab 
many Muhammadans call themselves Babus. It is only the Madrasis and the 
Parsis who have adopted ‘ Mr.”—a title which is not ~“— not theirs, but which 
cannot possibly bring them any advantage, and the adoption of which makes 
them the object of Anglo-Indian jeer. “ Babu Lokendranath ” is certainly better 
than “Mr, Lokendranath.” A native, dressing like a European, would certainly 
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HiTaVaDI. 


VIKRAMPUR, 
Dec. 7th, 1893. 


BANGANIVASI, 
Dec, 8th, 1893, 


BAaNGANIVASI. 


SUDHAKAR, 


Dec, 8th, 1893, 


dinner. 
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look better in choga and chapkan. Women as a rule, possess a finer sense of the 


beautiful and graceful than men, and native women, it should be noted, prefer | 


the sars to the gown. 
29. The HMitavadi of the 7th Fa Fa ve 8 no noteworthy speech 
, was made at the St. Andrew’s Dinner this vear 
ne speeches at the St. Andrew's 244 the only thing said that need be releted to 
is the wish expressed by the Scotchmen to see 
Sir Antony MacDonnell again on the throne of Bengal. The natives and 
Europeans alike desire Sir Antony’s return to Bengal. 
30, The same paper thinks that it is no disgrace to be called a Babu, 


“* Babu ” or “ Mr.” 


style native and European civilians alike, the former ought not to dress them- 


selves like the latter. And it would be well if Lokendra Batu could assert his — 


ity and prove his self-respect by going to Court and visiting his superiors 
in dhoti and chadar, 

31. The Vikrampur of the 7th December says that cholera rages in an 
epidemic form all over Vikrampur, that Vikrampur 
has become very unhealthy, and that the rate of 
mortality in that place is therefore on the increase. The growing evil should be 
checked by providing good drinking-water. The small wells and ponds in the 
Srinagar portion should be replaced by large and deep tanks, and all the old 
tanks should be re-excavated. The tanks in the Munshiganj portion should also 
be re-excavated. The writer suggests the formation of a Company, witha 
capital of three to four thousand rupees, for doing this work. 

32. The Banganivasi of the 8th December welcomes Sir CharlesElliott 
iii back to Bengal, and says that, though his return is 

Nee et On causing anxiety in several quarters, it is hoped that 
His Honour will forget the past, and please his subjects by an upright rule 
during the remainder of his term of office. 


33. The same paper has the following :— 
It is Nature’s law that cooling showers should 


succeed burning heat! So, when the muenud of 
Bengal became too hot under Sir Charles Elliott, 


with Sir Philip Hutchins for his adviser, Sir Antony MacDonnell came to cool 


_ Drinking-water in Vikrampur. 


Sir Charles Elliott and Sir 
Antony MacDonnell, : 


it, though only for a short time. Under the rigorous rule of weir ‘‘well-. 


wisher,”’ Sir Charles Elliott, the Bengalis were thirsting for justice, when the 
soothing cup was brought near their mouth by Sir Antony MacDonnell. Even 
his short rule proved Sir Antony a friend of the Bengalis, and they will 
anxiously await his return to Bengal as their pucka Lieutenant.Governor. 
34, The Sudhakar of the 8th December has the following :— 

There is a party in the Congress which has 
pales set its heart on the liberation of India.. The men 
who compose this party are the heroic sonsof India, and their chief object in life 
is to revive their lifeless fatherland, and to recover for her her ancient freedom. 
Every one of these men thinks himself a Mazzini or a Garibaldi or a Kossuth or 
a Washington. The political insight of these would-be liberators of India is 
extraordinarily keen, their courage dauntless, their heroism unbounded, and their 


The three parties in the Congress. 


—determination-not O-DC-B8REKECE 1@ macination these men ¢ Jiberating ane 


India, unfurling the standard of “liberty, equality and fraternity,” establish- 
ing a republic in the winged & and after having slowly secured for themselves 
the prerogatives of the English Government, are kicking that very Government 
out of the country. ‘They are dreaming many a blissful dream of this sort. 
These men form the majority in the Congress. Many of them are sanguine 
that the work of India’s liberation will be effected within their own, life-time. 
Others less sanguine flatter themselves that their children will enjoy the fruit 
of the plant which they are now planting. Not a fewof these men are socialists 
with levelling propensities. Looked at superficially, the words and actions of 


these men mjy seem inconsequential enough to be disregarded as the sayings. 


and doings of mad-men. But when it is considered that even school-boys are 


dancing to the tune these men are playing, it becomes difficult not to reg 


‘their doings as likely to lead to very serious consequences. — 


when it is remembered that Dwarkanath Tagore, ’ 
- Harish Chandra Mukherji, Krishnadas Pal, and 
others, were all Babus. But when the Government does not seem disposed to. 


VORP PMP BLP, Money 


( 


There is another party in the Congress whose sole object in joining the 
movement is oppressing the Yavanas, They are all “ Hindu revivalists,” and 
it is they who are trying so hard to stop cow-slaughter. These men count 
upon securing all powers to themselves under the elective system, and thereb 
humbling the wicked Mussalmans. They do not desire the subversion of Britis 
rule, though there are among them those who cannot be fully acquitted of such 
an intention, And those who do entertain this desire are trying to attain their 
object by professing friendship for the Musalmans. They mean to combine 
themselves with the Mussalmans for the purpose of harassing the English 
Government, and when they have done that they will wring the neck of the 
Mussalmans. Their object is nothing more or less than to establish a purely 
Hindu Government in India. This party includes many political Sannyasis. 
These Sannyasis, though wearing the gerua (saffron) robe, speak English and 
Hindi, and discuss politics. During the late riots between the Hindus and 
Masalmans these Sannyaszs did not fail to attain their object secretly. The three 
Sannyasis who have lately left for Russian territory are probably members of this 

rty. There is honey on the lips and poison in the hearts of these Sannyasis. 
‘hose among the Hindu revivalists who have not joined the Congress are far 
less dangerous men than these political Sannyasis, When even Sannyasis, who 
have renounced all temporal concerns, are so busy agitating politics, it is easy to 
imagine what a strong political ferment there is in the country. 

There is a third party in the Congress whose object is very noble. What 
this party desires is that the different Indian communities may be welded into 
one nationality and enjoy the privileges of British citizens. But this party is 
far out-numbered by the other two parties. 


35. The same paper raises the following questions in connection with the 
alleged jirman of the Emperor Shah Alum against 
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Pine Tee firman against § CoW- Cow-slaughter, published by the Amrita Bazar 
an Patrika:— 
(1) What proof is there of the genuineness of that document which, 


though not more than 80 years old, has not been heard of by 
any one, except the editor of the Pairika or the man who 
furnished him with it? . 

(2) Considering that the Emperor Shah Alum was in 1812 completely 
in the grasp of Scindhia, should not this document (granting 
that it 1s genuine) be considered rather as a firman of Scindhia 
than as that of a Moghul Emperor ? 

(3) Even if this document is admitted to be genuine, is it to be obeyed 
when it prohibits cow-slaughter, not on the ground that it is 
forbidden in the Mussalman religion, but because the cow is 
a useful animal, and when it was evidently issued by the 
Emperor in the decrepitude of age and at the instigation of 
others ? 


36. The Sanjivani of the 9th December says that some time ago a letter 

H. M. Ismail Khan‘of Aligarh. written by one H. M. Ismail Khan of Aligarh 
mc : appeared in the London Times newspaper, throwing 
the entire blame of the cow-slaughter riots on the Hindus. The Indian public 
did not know who this Ismail Khan was; but thanks to Sir Charles Crosthwaite, 
they have come to know who he is. He is Haji Muhammad Ismail Khan, 


~gamindar of Datawali in the Aligarh district, and-a—most-intimate—friend 


of Sir Syed Ahmed. The English alphabet is Aaram to him, and yet this 
English letter has appeared under his signature. This is surely a trick used by 
Mr. Beck, Sir Syed’s Minister. Finding his own view of the nots supported 
in Ismail Khan’s letter, Sir Charles Crosthwaite has made him a Member of 
his Council, although the gentleman is perfectly innocent of all knowledge of 
the English language. Yes, most rulers in India follow Sir Charles Crosth- 
waite’s policy in governing the country. 

37. Referring to Mr. Beck’s recent letter in the Proncer, the same paper 
warns the authorities of the evil of causing disaffec- 
tion in the country by falsely accusing the people of 
disloyalty, as has been done by Mr. Beck, and says that another evil which may 
follow from t'is false accusation is that the Russians may be induced to believe 


Mr. Beck’s letter in the Pioneer. 


SUDHAKAR, 


SANJIVANI, 
Dec. 9th, 1893, 
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that the Indians are really disloyal to the English Government. ‘Lhe authorities | 


and the Anglo-Indian community should not certainly clear the road for their 
enemies. 


Uriya Parers. 


38. The Utkal Dipika of the 11th November writes strongly in favour 
Separation of executive and Of the separation of the executive from the judicial 
judicial functions. duties of district officers, and recommends the adop- 
tion of the reform on the lines suggested Mr. R. C. Dutt. 
39. The same paper reports that wild elephants are destroying the rice 
The rice crop in the Cuttack dis. Crop of the cultivatorsin and around Dalijora in the 
trict. Cuttack district, and that tke cultivators will be 
deprived of the only means of their subsistence if early steps are not taken 
to drive away the animals. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


| Bengals Translator. 
Bencatl TRransLator’s OFFICE, 


The 16th December 1893. 


W.8.& W. M; D'O.—Beg. No. €603—72— 20 12.3 


